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CRIME IN YUGOSLAVIA

[fhe Yugoslav press has recently been concerned with a B
burported increase in crimes "against social property and the
economy," although otber kinds of crime have reportedly decreasegd.
Politika hag been Fablicizing suck crimes and criminals angd
recently invited comment from members of workerg:' councils,
administrative councils of ecoromic enterprises, trade and
inspection agencles. and agencles of Public prosecuticn end
the courts, co that "these developments may be examined from
all sides, and so that the Joint experierce af all " “3e vwho
guard the people's Breperiy can be utiiizea rapidly « .
efticiently to unearth the causes for the existence v? the
economic eriminal

and to point out the possibilities of
eliminating him (Politika, 16 May 1952)

1
—

Crime reporting does not ordinarily occupy much space
in the Yugoslav Tress, but during the discussion mentioned
above many articles describing :riminal activity were
Published, especially in Politika ; seemingly indieating
more than ordinary concern with the problem. fThe severe
sentences, including death by firing squad, handed down
by some courts seem to bear out this concern.

Numbers in parentheses refer to appended sources _7

Politika reports that large-scale thefts and embezzlement at the Bor Mine
show that steaiing has not been limited to workers or minor officials. Hexe ;
practically all top officials participated in one way or another in stealing
from the enterprise » with one of them revealing party seccrets t3 worm his way
into the group.
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Politika states that former collaborators and enemies of the people who I
infiltrated various establishments after the liberation were to blame for certain
thefts, :

According to Politike, eriminal acts against social Property and the
economy, consisting of stealing, embezzling, and covering up, have shown a
steady increase in fugoslavie in the past 2 years. The majority of other forms
of criminsl activity, especially counterrevolutionary activity, have been ‘
sleadily decreasing. in 1951, therfts of state property constituted 27.7 per-
cent of all thefts. The economy suffered losses of about 345 m11l10n dinars
through criminal getivity. Since losses could not be determlned in 7,692
eriminal cases, siace crimival proceedings are stiil urder way in some cases,
and since all losses have not Yyet beer reported Lo Prosecuting agencies, 1t
can be supposed that iosses in the seelalist sector actually amounted to €00
million dinave.[:} Politika writes that, although suech losses hava not halted
Progress, they have been haymful to tue Yugoslav scomomy.tl) -

Borba points out that, in consléering these manifes tations, the rapid
developrent of th: g0cialist sector should be taken into consideration, as
well as the fact that the 4w crimiral code eaacted In the second half of 1951
makes certain acts formerly punishadle by sdministrative discipline now muaish-
able as crimirai sets.

Mozt crimsral acts against the z0cialist sector have beer ones against
Property. Borba matrtsina that the m33t df @eYous type of criminal act against
the economy iz the theft of small amounts of rev or Finished products from
certain types of enterprisez. Such thefte occurred barticularly in the textile >
leather, ard metal indusirdes, being commstted mostly by people who hagd Just
come from rural areac to verk in industry. They occurreq, particularly where
bookkeeping and iaventery records were ddsorganized and d1latory, so that losses
were not immediately dizcoverad. Thefts of money coupons for {ndustrial goods ,
items in great demand, falsificawion of savings account books, end the like also
took place.(Z} One of the reasens for this type of criminaiity dates back to
the pasi /previous ta Cowwunist assumption of power/, when eaay prefits could
be attained ia various devious ways. (1}

Berba atates that criminal acts against farm work cooperatives were mainly
thette of cocperative broperty, usually agricultural products, ilvestock, and
%30ls; arbitrary, heedless » and unscrupulous acts &ga.inet cooperative property;
improper conduct ia an official positiom; cutiing of trees belonging to
cooperativesz, and the 1like.

In 1951, according to Becrba, thefts of railroad property and Froperty be-
longing to other means of trensportaticn were quite numerous, and were boldly
accomplished by cutting and destroying lead seals, breeking through the flocring
of zallromd cars, ete. The Perpetrators were mostly persons emplcyed in trans-
pertation work, warehouszemen, and railvosd bersonnel. They preyed on cars
standing in rei rcad Yyards, mostly at night.

Criminal uets against genersl peovle's property were most often committed
by perstus empleyed im snterprises and establishments to whom broperty was
entrasted, espeeially managers, treasurers, and wazrehousemen, Borba continues.
I an overwhelming majority of cases, thefts and embezzlements were not
committed by poor people, bub by individuals who wanted an even easier and
more luxurious life,

Borba stressss that poor security precautions favor the commission of
crimes sgainst socimlist Proverty, especially cooperative Property, so that an

individual dces not have to be particularly skillful or daring to steal. Daily
occurrences illustirate this point. Some enterprises often oppose security
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measures with the excuse that they lack necessary materiale » credit, and the
like. Exterprises and establishments frequently employ new perscnnel who are !
not well checked, their past history and moral charscter not being investigated.
Inzpections of enterprises, cooperatives » and various stores are not made
regularly, and vhen they are made, they are incomplete and Insuificiently docu-
mented. Supervisicn ik made difficult by disorganized and dilatery bookkeeping
(2) and poor laveatery records.(1) The division of duties between officials

ond otber persons answersble for materials and finances i3 not alvays executed
Properly, making malfessance Poegible and hampering the discovery of the amctual
culprit. Scme enterpriee managers thoughtlessly entrust brogerty and large

sumes of morey to peraons who sre morally weak.{Z) Crimes also occur because

of the politicel stbversion of cooperative members. (i)

Borba states that, although Tugcslavia‘s crime and ixvestigation service
12 steadily progressiang, some of the investigators still cannot alwayz see their
way through dadly mixed up and complicaved matters, especislly in connection
with shortages ia general agriculwural cooperatives. The Pproceedings in such
caz2es are siow and inefficient, and often the culprit cannot be found. Conse-
quently, the number of urdiscovered criminals is on the rise, e3pecially wlere
the mve;sg,lg,ation service 1s unsatisfactory, as in Rijeka, Pula, and other
places. {2

Foliitika notes that the courts have recently begun an intansified battle
against these criminals, not only ageinzt the perpetrators but also azainst
vhoge vhose benaviar in the enterprise or in other Places hes cossciously or
unconseiously created favorable conditions for such acts.{1)

The courts, Borba states, have begun taking s stricter attitude in the

matter of zeatences they impose, although quite & number cf umvarrantabvly mild
sentences are still imposed. Tae srez court in Split recently sentenced the
works mawnagev of a dressmaking shop to only 5 menthy in Prison for tne theft
of dress materisl worth 490,000 @inara. Alija Muslin, chief of & warchouse

ia Lopare, who embenzled 135,000 dinsrs, wae given only a suspended sentence.
Culprita are oftea not brought to triel immediately, thus atfording them the
opportunity t¢ commit additional erixinal acts. Eaterprises de not report

all 10sees, ar dn wot insist on restitation being mada for loszes.

Among the merally weak, postvar social conditions and
rapid indostrialization of Yugoslavia have led,
some of the cpprobrium usually attached to 1t.
remission of ihear gentences, cri:minals often ar
soclety; the sexving of a Jail sentence dees aot
to their reinstatement, The great number of repe
be attributed to this.{[2)

particularly the
10 & jail sentance ia loeing
Fellowing the serving or the *
e too quickly reinstated into
Pregent a sericus obstacle
titions of criminal acts can

Borba states thet the attitude of Yugoslav lawmakers is entirely correct
toward criminals who have served their sentences. They should be ro-employed
gince it i3 through wurk that they can be rehabilitated, but it is wrong to

re-employ them in the same Occupations or activities where they once violated a
trust.

Trade unions and workers! ouncils usually have not been informed of
criminal activity. Since some TEnagers have a faulty understanding of democracy
in an enterprise, they lightly excuse thefts which occur in their enterprises
and de not report them to the unions or councils concerned.

Borba believes that the new method of administering the means of production
and the new method of distributing social income will largely aid workers in
eaterprises and cocperatives to become more alert and to fight resolutely

against disperzion of the people's property. 'Thus » the number of criminal acts
of this natwre will be decreased perceptibly.(3)
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Crime in Belgrade I

According to Borba s crime has decressed in ‘Belgrade since the first postwar
years, untll now it 1s lees than 50 percent of the crime rate in 1945; 1946, cr i
1947.(3) 1In 1950, 1,800 thieves and embezzlers stole more than 17 m1llion ;
dinars, Politika notes. 1In 1951, the prumber of persons committing such acts !
decreased to 1,457, but the amount stolen increased to 33,799,011 dinars. (k) :

reasing, and speculation ;

Inmediately after the war,
small industrial enterprises were Frivetely owued, eo that speculation assumed
T considerable proportions duriog that time, Consequently, a large number of
o speculators wore arrested exnd convicted, With the liquidation of the Pprivate

e seator in industry and commerce, such specwlation and iliegal trade decreaged
= a great deal,

. Hownver, theft, fraud, angd similer crimes are Gceurring in great numbers
N In state and coopsrative economic enterprises, Jorba contimues, ana it is thig
type of crime that bresents one of the greates problems to law enforcement

g agencies and economic Or@anlizations,

Belgrade also has a large number of Detty crimas invelving the loss of
Persopsl proparty the solution of vhich $s fairly difficult. Lav enforcement
agencies frequertly do aot keep a recerd of Pstty crimes, and vietime fall to
report thetts or do not report them immedictaly.

Borba stresses that the present glose ccoperetion betwee,.n_ police and
citizens 1= Lecessary and must be made clossr in the future Ay

ARRESTS AND PUNISAMENTS

Sentence fHroup for Misapprepriating Soap and Lime

A group headed by Branko Ivanovie (5}, former director of the "Milos Mamic"
Compressed Gaz und Ghemica) Products Eaterprise {6), were sentenced onm 23 May
foe a series of crimes iavolving mi sappraopriation and the giving angd taking
of brives. Ivanovic was genteaced to 14 years in the Peaitentiory and 3 Jears!
limitation of civil rights after he completes his sentence. ’

Engr Alsksandar Jankovic s who misappropriateq 120 kilograms of 80ap and
then attempied L0 escup: acrogs the horder, was sentenced to 7 years in the
Penitentiary ang 3 Yeare' limitation of civil rights efter he carpletes hig

sertence. Jankovie said that he attempted to escape because he thought society
was against him. However s UPOL questioning by the rublic prosecutor he admitted

he had besn earaing 7,000 dinars monthly at one time > and later earned up to
30,000 dinars.

Engr Sima Animovic was sentenced to 18 monthe in the Penitentiary.
Svetisiav Milosevic » who helped steal the soap and then hid it, was sentenced

to 2 years. Miloje Savic » ¥ho bought the stolen goods and speculated in then,
end gave bribes to Ivencvie and Mirkovic, was sentenced to 9 years #n the

Penitentiary and one years' limitation of civil rights after completion of
his sentence. Vage Brankov, who shipped 300 kilograms of lime to Sevic, for
which he veceived h1,000 dinars, was sentenced to & years in the penitentiary.
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. Ljubomir Mirkovie s comercial director
Industry {Direkcija henigke industrije),
ment for recelving lime, Mechanic Ivan 2

Jail, Mircelsy Josipovie to on
Milija Babic to 10 mounths,

of the Directorate of the Chemical
was sentenced to 15 moathg imprison_—
ivkovic wag sentenced to 2 years in
¢ year, Bezidar Jorgacevic to owe year, ang

A.!.l)defenda.nta recelved credit for time already serveq vhile awalting
trial.(s)

Arrest Officials of Pancevo Srez Hotel Ehterp:isg

The Commission of the Interior {Poverenistve unutrasajin poslova) in
e Pancevo arrested g group of officials of the Srez Hotel Enterprise (Sresko
. ugostitel ?

ering the enterprice's
property.

The group was led by Dusan Sknepnak, heag invento:
the sale of beverages for nis own profit. Without aut
170 liters of the enterprigers vhisky to Marko Zigic,
Starcevo. When the whisky was 80ld, they divided the
chief bookkeeper of the enterprise,

ry clerk, whe Fugineered
horization, he igsued
manager of a hotel in
Proceads. Janko Bires,
Was an accomplize in the effair,

Sknepnak and Bfres blacimailed Ser

glle Ramjanae, the manager of - hotel in
Sefkerin, teliing nim they would €xpose & supposed shortage of 80,000 dinars
in his accounts ip he did not agree to Purchase beverages from them. Ramjanac
- agreed and bought 200 1iters of whisky and 260 1iters of wine, the procesds of
A vhich were then @ivigeq three wayg. .

Vaga Sican, manager of a hotel in Nove 5210, had an actual shortage of :
00,000 dinars which W&3 not exposed bvecause Sknepnak and Bires covered it up.
Slcan was given beverages wurth 143,000 dinars go that he could pay back the
shortage out of hias Part of the "profits »" while Bires arg Sknepnak received

52,000 dinare, At the hearings Bireg complaired that Sknepask hac not "Lonestly"
divided tue procseds from such undertakings.(1)

Sentence Officials and Members of Trojani Peoplets Council

!l ter a 5-day triel, the district court in Pozsreavag on 1k May sentenced !
S three officials enc 13 members of the Municipal &

‘eople 's Council of Trunjaud.
The offlcials were Jaroslav Trailovie, Pbresident, Cedomir Milanovie, gecretary,
and Borivoje Ivanovic.

These 16 members of the couneil were Tesponsible for 27 thefts and !
malfeasances of duty during the bast 3 years. TIn addition to thefts in their
.ovn village, they stole two wugon:. of hay from the "Crvens Zvezda" Farm Work
Cooperative ig Pozarevac and g cord of wood from the farm work cooperative in
Smoljinac. Even the &Peies, members of g cooperative mill, were not spared

but lost 30 kiiograms of pork, 2C kilograms of cheese, 80 kilograms of flour, !
and other things.

Jaroslav Trailevic was sentenced to 10 years in the Penitentisry, Cedomir
Milanovic to 12, and BorivoJe Ivanovic t¢ 13 years. The other defendants were

gentenced to from 6 months to U4 years in the Penitentiary, except for Ljubisav
Milosevie » Whe vas set fyme because of insufficient evidence.{1)
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Sentence Sacial Welfare Comnission Employee i

Jovan Krnjaj, an employee of the Commission for Social Welfare of the )
People's Council in Zemun Srez, was sentenced by the Zemm Srez Cowurt on
20 May for stealing and spending the money of minors which had been entrusted
‘ to him for safekeeping. He spent 18,000 dinars belonging to Slobodanks
Zivanovic, and 39,082 dinars belonging ta Slavice Zivanovie, which should
have been depceited 1n a savings acenunt with the People's Bank; and k,000
dinars belonging to minors Pur: :a and Andjelka Samardzic. '

Because of the gravity of his crime, the court sentenced Krajaj tc 5 years
in the peaitentiary and ordered him to refund the stolen money. 1In & Previous

trial, he was seatencea to 10 menths in jail for spending money intended for
children‘s vacations.(7T)

Sentence Group for large -Scale Thefts of Coppar Wire

The Belgrads District { Jgruzni) Court, presided over by Judge Dimitrije

O Miloradovic, proaourced Sentence on 30 June on g group of copper wire thisves

and their accomplices.(8) The wire, destined for vse -4 high-tension trans-

. mission linee, was stolen from the "Blektro-Srbija” State Enterprise (Drzawmo
Poduzece "Elektro-Srtija”), which iad left it unguarded in a F:eJd in Tretentk.(3)

At least 1,000 Peoble came to hear the sentences imposed, filling the court
chambers, the hallways, ard the street outside.(8) The derendants all vworked
for the enterprise and had gold great quantities of the wire at cheap prices
from March to August 1951, receiving about 7,400,000 dimars for 1%.73)

Djurdje Berisavljevic, Bogdan Ilic, Mihajlo Milijancvic, and Azir Kijeveanin
were sentenced to death by firing squad, permanent limitation of ecivil rights

depriving heirs of the deceased of certain rights_ﬂ, ani confiscation of all
their property. Petar Milic, who alse participated in stealing the wire, was
sentenced te 18 years in the penitentiary and 3 years' limitation of civil
rights. Milan BJelie was senteuced to 10 years in the DPenitentlury and one
years' limftation of civil rights; ivan Vucicavie, 12 years 1in the penitentiary
and one years' limitationm of civil rights; Markc Jovanovie, 10 years in the
Penitentiary and une Yyears' limitation of civil rights; Dragosiav Javaenovic,
8 Years in the Penitentiary and one years' limitation of civil rights; and
Nikola Kracuaovic, 6 years in the Penltentiary and oae years' limitetion of
civil rights. The remaining six defendants recelived sentences ranging from
10 months to 2 years in either Jail or the Penitentiary. Except for t.
firat five, the others did not participate directly in stealing, but purchased
the wire at cheap Prices, although they knew that it was stolen.

All the defendants werve ordered to pay the "Elektro-5rbija" Enterprise
full damages, amounting to more than 25.5 niliion dinars (8) -- value computed
at current prices (3) -- and were ordered to pay court. costs.(8) ‘

Eolitika raised the question of whether the negligence o. directors of

the enterprize who were responsible for leaving the wire unguarded for 5 months
fhould have been overlooked.!3)

Sentence Embezzlers

Milovan Ivankovic, employed by the '"Uljarica" 011 Enterprise, which pur-
chases oil-bearing crops, was sentenced to 2 years in the penitentiary for
erbezzling 100,000 dinars. Ivankevic worked simultanecusly in banking and
varehouse aciivities » which is 11lege) according to Yugoslav finsncial la.ws.(3)
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Momedlo Burovie » employed by the "Sumadija® Znterprise for Office Equipment !
{Poduzece za kancelari Jski materi jal "Sumadija"), was Dreviously sentenced to !
T months in the Penitentiary for embezzlement. After Durovic had served his

sentence, he vas re-employed by the City Jobbers: Enterprise (Poduzece "Gradsks

spedicija"), where he embezzled a large sum of money. Because of this, and

because of several burglaries of public property and participation in another

robbery, he wae sentenced to 7T years in the Penitentiary. (3)

Sentence Burglare

A group of burglara, who 5tole from the Belgrade Department Store
{Prodavnica Beogradsii Magazia”) on Maxim Gorki. Ulica a total of 700,000
dim_irs in cash ang coupons and two wrist watches, were senteunced by the
Belgrade District Court,

Petar Tascrcevic wae sentenced to 18 years in ths Ienitentiary ang 3
Years' limitation of eivil rights; Vlestimir "Batar Aleksin, student, and
Miodrag Spascjevic s 8 nedical laboratory technizian, were sentenced to 16
Years in the benitentiary and 2 years' limitation of eivil righta. Djordje
Popovic was sentenced te 10 years in the penitentiary ang ope yeers' limitation
of civil rights. Scanimiv Simic, a bartender called "Sumider," wag sentence”
to 2% Years *n the Penitentiary, vhile Milos Basta), an of*icial of the store,
vas acquitted,{9)

Sentence Group of Forgers and Speculutors After Lengthy Trial

Atter a lh-day trial, the Belgrade District Court on F3 May sintenced g
group of forgers and speculators who had caused the government aver £ niilion
dinars' damage throvgh fraud ang rorgery. Almost an hour waz needeg to
enumerate thelr crimingl acts before the court.

The group, organizzd by Predrag Radosavljevic, made up falze requisitions
which contained the aames of nonexistent executives and directors, on the basts
ot which they Precured various metal Products at low Pprices, and scld them to
enterprises and eatahlishments at higher prices. According to Pul1tika, their
crime was considered very sarious becauss they had dealt in products which
were in sphort supply at that time, when particular attention was being paid
to issuing them on the basis of priorities.

Radosavljevic was sentenced to death by firing squad ang Permarent
limitation of civil rights. Slobodan Kandic vas sentenced to 18 years in the
Penitentiary. Ivan Milosevic vas sentenced to life in the benitentiary and
limitation of civil rights. Radomir Ristic, former merchant characterized by
the court as being & "man from the Tormer society with former attitudes »" who
Was some sort of financier ang celebrity in the group, was sertenced to 14
Years in the Penitentiary and 3 yearg: linitation of civii rights. 2ivejin
Nojdanovic was sentenced to 6 yesrs in ihe Penitentiary and one Yyears!
limitation of eivil rights. Dragnljub Sisovic was sentenced to 18 months
and Peter Radosavl jevic to 6 months in the Penitentiary.

Radosavl jevic, Kandic, Sisovic, and Ristic wera ordered to repay some
674,000 dinars to gome of the enterprises and corporations concerned. The
other enterpriz:es involved were advised to file civil sults to collent
damages. (10}
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Eobezzlements in Cooperatives

Data collscted by the Revisory Service {revizorska gluzba), the Publie '
Prosecitora, courts, and People's councils s

hows thaet the economie criminal
has begun to operate in the cooperatives in the Bnrnst.

The woman treasurer of the "4 Oktobar" Farm Worlk Cooperative in Livade

destreyed financial Paper and misappropriated 40,000 dinars of the cooperativers
money. Pavel Zurn, foreman of the agricultural cooperative in Begejedi,
"borroved” 711,000 divars frem the

cooperative. Twelve officials of the agri-
cultural cocperative in Farkazdin are to be turned over to the prosecutor for
embezzling 470,000 dinars.

Borba points out that light sentences handed down by individual srez
courts d9 not help combat such criminals. The srez court in Kilinda zentenced
8 foreman to Z months in Jail for embezzling 43,000 dinars, while the srez
court in Zrenjasin handed dmm a suspended sentence of cne month in jail for
the embezzlement of £3,000 dioars,

Of 33 sentences handec dowr by the sregz
court 1n Vrgue recently, 2I were suspended sentences.

Poor functioning of the revisory services in cooberative councils has also
Permitted frequent embezzlements and cover-ups. Until the recent reorganization
took place, many cooperative councils had only one or two revisors. Some
s;izes, such as Tamizko, have cooperatives which have not been audited since
b

T.

-,

In many villages in the Banat, thieves and squanderers of social property

in covveratives are being exposed and prosecuted by the srez cooperative council
agencies, the people's authorities, and the public Prosecuters, but there are
few instances of thieves being disc

overed or turoed over to the courts by
cooperative members.

There have been cases where individusl representatives of the people's
authorities unvi ttingly b
and wrongdoers. In Novi
made huge prefits fram financial machinations
surpluses, considerable quantities of ski boots were manufactured and sold )
rrincipally to srez and towWn leaders at Loo dinars a pair. Mone of the leaders
was alert encugh to ask vhy the boots were being s0ld at ten times less than
their real value.

TOEY managers of cooperatives
and faleifications. Becausa of

The district public Prosecutor in Zrenjanin reports that the administrative
couneils of some cooperatives evep refuse darages awarded them by the courts.
Individual councils of Some cooperatives stubbornly propose that wrongdoers be
absolved of paying Tinaneial damages. )

Party orgauizatiops in mny villages have thus far taken no serious steps
to develop a coase icusness among cooperative members to look upon cooperative
broperty as they do upos their own. It has not been sufficiently emphasized
that embezzlement, stealing, and misuse of cooperative property harms the
cooperative members first of all

; and impedes the development_ of farm worlk
cooperatives and the socialist transformation of villages.(ll)

Bor Mine Oificials Steal Millions

Bureau of the Interior agencies recently exposed and arrested s large
group of embezzlers in the Bor Mine and Smelter Enterprize {poduzece Borskih
Tudnika i topionice), who stole millions of dinars over a long period of time.
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Most of the embezzlements occwrred in the smelter. Vidoje Bajic, chief of
the smelter's Payroll division, and Cedomir Velickovic, Ante Markovic, Josip
Ortman. and Viagta Videnovie, officials of the smelter, committed the embezzling
by fravdulently increasing the earnings of workers in Payroll records. After
paying a2tual w2ges due workers, they kept the difference. When submitting to
the economic accounting sector a monthly recepitulation of the amount of noney
needed [for expences/, they frevdulently raised the figures by 200,000 to 300,000
Ginars, and kept the difference. In October 1951, they increased their account
by 990,000 dinars, which they kept.

Data thus far verifieq shows that the group caused 15 million dinagrg!
damage to the enterprige, oOf this sum, 4,124,976 dinare were stolen in 1950
end 7,200,000 dinars in 1951. It 1c believed that the totel amount 1g con~
siderably mere.

By fraudulently increusing the results of each man's work, €.5., reporting
& greuter number of tomg than was actually mined, the group skillfully raised
Production figures, foreing the mige to contribute g lerger emourt to the
accumiiation fund,

The group almost regularly miseppropriated wages diue to but not claimed
by workers when they quit in the middle of a month to go home or to some other
enterprise,

The embezzlers were aided by their accomplices and friends in the enter-
Prise directorate, including Matija Brkan » director of the economic accounting
sector, Nemad Duric » head accountant, Dusan Jelenkovie » head treasurer. and
Zarko Videncvic, bookkeeper, who verified falsifieq Fayrolls and epproved them
for payment. Ia return, they receive? various gifts, industrial coupons,
money, food, and other items .

Matije Brkan, Nenag Dunic, and Dusan Jelenkovie requieitioneq 75,000
industrial coupons more than recessary to pay the workers , and the three
divided them equally. Brkan also sole 10,000 dinars from the mu.ager's fund,
and together with Dunie organized the theft of curteins and other jtems from
the enterprise.{12) After Bajic's arrest, Dunic was g zember of the commission
which audited the werk of the accuszed. Dunic reported there were no shoriages,
nlth?ugl)z he was considered the most expert official in finascial matters at
Bor.{13

Politika reports that after the liberation various enemies of the people
infiltrated individual establishments and the Bor Mine under the guise of
technicians. They favored esch other and created a situation wherein they
could steal without fear of exposure. Brlan, Dunic, and Markovic collaborated
with the Germans during the war, wvhile Velickovie ) Bajic, lazie » Petrovic,
and Nikodija Djordjevic, who also participated in the stealing, were either
Chetniks or belonged to other similar groups during the war,

Vidoje Bejic said that the menbers of his immediate family knew he was
stealing; his wife upbraided him once, but noaetheiess took the money for
safekeeping. He saig that his father Privately advised him to continue
stealing, for the social order would soon be changed and they could live well
on the proceeds.

Vidode Bajic confessed that he bersonally misappropriated b, 5 million
dinars, Cedomir Velickovie 3.8 million dinars, and Jozef Ortman 1 ,050,000
dinars. The accused 1iveq luxuriously. Bajic and Velickovic had five radiocs )
a large quantity of gold, 30 bolts of dry goods totaling 90 meters, and 30
palrs of nylon stockings. REach of them had 30 suits s 50 shirts, 30 rairs of
shoes, and other ftems. Both of them also built fine new homes. {12} - Bajtc
had been living with six women, in addition to his wife.(l3)
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ALl the stolen items were confisceied and returned to the enterprise » which ’
put them on display in a large barracks. The items included bedroom Purniture |
of light maple, very luxurious carved oak furniture, dinner services, different :
kinds of vaces, and a large quantity of clothing.{12)

Balic, one of the ringlesders in the group,” admitted his part ang described
. the methods employed to accomplish the embezzlement and theft » which was made

essler because the emalter accounte had nol been audited during all the time
Bajic worked there.

Milan Ivkovie first began falsifying the Payroll records, but was soon
detected by BajJic, who also began stealing. Bajic's thefts shosed a 3teady
increase end ranged from 15,000 dinars in June 1948 to 660,000 dinars in
November 1950, Bajic, in turn s was detected by Velickovie, who overcame
Bajle's reluctance to show him the method employed by telling him his most
Intimate secrets, even the substance of Party meetings.

The smeltar marager detected the Payroll falsifications and pagsed the
information on to Ante Markovic, who received 100,000 dinara, lambs » blood
B8uSEge, grafn, wine, and whisky for concealing the discovery.{13)

The works.rs belonging to the uniop at Bor have sent a written request to
the srez public Presecutor that the accused be glven the severest punishment.(12)

Courts Discuss Crime

An article in Borta 3tates that the discuasions of crime at the conference
of presidents ang Judges of district anj srez courts of Kosovo-MetohiJa, held
dn Pristina on & June, Indicate the serlousness with which the inerease in
erimes againat socfal property is viewed.

Among others » the conference wag attended by Dr Josip Hrmeevie s President
of the Supreme Court cf Iugoslavia, Svetislav lazarevic » Presaident of the

Supreme Cowrt of Serbia, and Branks Sesic » assistant to the Minister or Justice
of Serbvia. '

The conference Pointed out that the recent increase in the number of
thefts of Doplery broperty has cope about, in part, because srez and even
district courts have meted out light punishment for such crimes, For example y
the srez court in Pristips bunished a person for embezzling 600,000 dinars »
with s total of 18 monthg: imprisonment, and another who embezzled 105,000
dinars with 6 months: imprisonment. One srez court in the jurisdiction of Y
the Prizren Distriet Court punished g person who cgused damages of 1h¢ ,000
dinars witn a fine o 6,000 dinars. The barm esused by such actions of
individual courts vas DPointed out at the ¢onterence, ag well as the need for
future punishment vhich should be measured eccording to the sericusness of the

crime.
Improvement in the work of the courts was also discussed, for theres are

many cages gtijl waiting to be heard by some courts. For example, the district
court in Peci bas sbout 700 cases to be heard.(14)

SOURCES
1. DBelgrade, Politika, 16 May 52

o

Zagreb, Borba, 7 Apr 52 /article signed by Marijan Vivoda/
3. Ibld., 24 Mar 52 Jarticle signed by M. Dostanic/
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